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The Art of Accessorizing Series 
 

Part I: Lighting 
 

 As the final crisp days of spring melt into hot 
summer days filled with sand and suntan lotion, 

rooms that were once dark and formal beg to be 
lightened and relaxed. But how do you morph a 

room without completely redecorating it?  
 

 Join me over the next few issues of The Decorating 
News to discover how small details such as lighting, artwork, rugs and tablescapes 

can make all the difference.  Read on to discover easy ways to transform any 
room in your house without buying a single piece of furniture!  

 
Liken home accessories to shoes, a handbag or piece of jewelry.  They should 

be interchangeable depending on your taste, mood or fancy, decorate seasonally only 
if itôs something you enjoy. Most importantly, use things you love and have fun! 

 

In this first issue weôll review a few general guidelines when incorporating light-
ing for maximum impact. Lighting is THE most important accessory in a space.  There 

is a big difference between a softly lit room and a poorly lit one.  
 

Most rooms require 3 types of lighting: overhead, task and ambient.  
Create a lighting triangle . Use floor, table and accent lamps to evenly 

distribute light throughout the room.                          
Use three - way bulbs  in three-way lamps  
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One Pretty House Interiors  
 is moving!  

 
Be sure to check the fall  issue of The Decorating News  

for our new location!! 

 
 

Dinning room chandeliers should be approx. 1/2 the width of the 
table plus 9inches.  

Consider installing recessed or track lighting in all public areas.  
This eliminates the need for extra lamps and frees up valuable table 

tops in small spaces.     
Update wall switches and old round dimmers with new vertical     

gliders        
 

Now that youôve properly lighted your space, itôs time to hang the artwork!  Watch 

your mailbox for the next issue of The Decorating News to find out just how to choose and 
hang artwork. Also learn how to create an easy picture gallery. 
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Enlighten your Fireplace  
 

When considering a focal point in a living or family 
room, most, naturally turn to the fireplace. In fall and 

winter, it generates warmth, comfort and adds    
fabulous ambiance to a room. Once the weather 

changes, a fireplace does not have to  become a    
neglected empty space.   

 

Here are a few suggestions to resurrect the area until 
the chill of fall returns you to the hearth: 

 
· Begin with a good cleaning:  remove any remaining 

ash, soot and firewood by sweeping up the larger 
pieces and vacuuming any stray ashes. 

Ŀ Place a large basket filled with colorful silk flowers 
in white or complementary room colors inside the cleaned space. If you prefer 

living plants, consider using low light plants such as Ivy, Peace Lilies and Corn 
plants. 

 Ŀ Lean a framed mirror at the back of the space and arrange flowers, or a       
collection of candles or lanterns in front of it. The mirror will reflect color and 

light into the room.   


