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Decorating fashions come and go, and home style trends can 

be as fickle as the seasonôs runway models.  Strolling the aisles of  

Americaôs Mart, three things were apparent: Personal Style, Colour and 

Eco Friendly are at the top of the list of Decorating Trends for 2008. 

Whether itôs classic or contemporary, romantic or rustic or somewhere in 

between, your home should reflect you. There is no need for your home 

to look like it was painted from the latest decorating catalog or relocated 

from the design store floor.  Personal Style is just that- personal.  Bend 

the rules; mix styles a little; kick it up a notch! Make your home your 

own.  This includes using colour. 

 

Although all shades of blue seem to be popping up everywhere,  donôt 
feel the need to repaint if it makes you nauseous.  Colour is an important 

element of style. We all know that colour can transform the personality of 

a space, it can also change the way you feel.  Listen to yourself when pre-

sented with colour options. You are limited only by your imagination and 

not even necessarily by the rainbow; neutral tones are colours too! 

 

Repurpose, recycle, re-invent; these are the 3 Rôs for todayôs Eco friendly decorating that is key for 

2008.  Itôs been called by some as Design Style with a Conscience, by others as Green Decorating.  

Whatever you call it and whether or not you go all ñgreenò or not, there are many ways to adapt the 

three Rôs.  Repurpose a family heirloom or a tag sale find, through re-upholstery, repaint or simple 

placement and the result is an attractive, comfortable and functional living space. The idea is to cre-

ate a home you enjoy coming home to, and almost any piece, whether furniture, accessories or art-

work can be reinvented. 

 

Remember that creating your personal style does not mean necessarily pitching everything you cur-

rently own and starting fresh.  Discovering your personal style does not have to include a long term 

process or unlimited budget.  The trend for 2008 includes redesign.  Whether it takes one day or a 

few, redesigning your space will allow you a quick and affordable way to create a home where you 

and your pocketbook feel comfortable.  Redesign is the process of evaluating your space and discov-

ering ways to make it better. This may mean, repainting, re-upholstery, relocating and sometimes 

replacing, but hiring a professional re-designer will allow you that objective eye to guide you in dis-

covering your homeôs unique quality. 
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These easy ñmade from scratchò brownies are truly the best 
ever! 

Ingredients:  

1 1/8 cup flour     ·2/3 cup white sugar  

3/4 teaspoon salt    ·1/2 cup semisweet chocolate chips 

1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder  ·1/2 cup vanilla baking chips 

2/3 cup packed brown sugar  ·1/2 cup pecans 

 
1. Preheat oven to 350°.  Grease one 9x9 inch square baking pan.   

2. Mix top eight ingredients together in a large bowl.  

3. Stir in 1 teaspoon vanilla, 2/3 cup vegetable oil and 3 eggs.  Beat until just combined.  
4. Pour the batter into the prepared pan and bake for 25 -30 minutes. 

Itôs springtime,  
everything is new and beautiful!  
This is often the time we contemplate change in our lives, from redecorat-

ing a room to purchasing a new home.  For many, the later means selling 
the current home which can seem overwhelming.  No one desires their 

home to be on the market for an extended period of time and no one 

wants to take a loss. If you are planning to sell your home this spring, tak-
ing the time to prepare, will help to avoid a lot of unnecessary stress.     

 
The most difficult part of preparing your home for sale is realizing that it is 

no longer your  home; it is now a product.  It can no longer reflect you; it must be arranged and decorated so 
that a potential homebuyer can see himself or herself living there.  Preparation begins at the curb, goes through 

the entire house and ends at the back yard.  

 
With endless amounts of information available online and todayôs demanding schedules, homebuyers are selective 

about with houses they physically have the time to visit.  Real Estate websites, give homebuyers the luxury of 
qualifying their choices via the images available to them, with out ever stepping foot on the property!   

 

 Making a great first impression is critical!  Most potential buyers are looking for a home that is ñTurn Keyò one 
they can move right into without having to do a lot of work. With the number of homes being listed each day, the 

average prospective buyers view 60-90 homes before making an offer, and they are able to determine if a house 
will become their home in a matter of minutes. Making your house memorable is key!  

 
 Here are a few tips to help you get started:  

Begin Outside . Mow the lawn regularly, trim hedges, pull weeds, plant colourful annuals.  Remove old out-

door furniture. Add potted plants or flowers to steps or porch. Ensure Holiday decorations are removed!   

Check the  front door.  Is it dated? Consider hanging a new door or giving it a fresh coat of paint.    

Edit, Edit, Edit! Why not start packing early?   

 1.Remove all family photos, collections and mementos. This is important because a potential buyer to 
needs to be able to envision themselves in the home and not be distracted by all your beautiful things.  

 2. Clean out closets, cabinets & pantries. Avoid  using these spaces to ñstashò clutter. Potential buyers do 

look! Reorganizing & editing the contents of each storage area gives the illusion of  an abundance of storage even 
when there is not.  

Clean, Clean, Clean!  Make those bathrooms & kitchen sparkle & shine!  Any signs of neglect can deter a 

potential homebuyer. Clean all windows inside & out. Allowing as much light into each room will showcase a 

house. 
 Neutralize : Remove busy wallpaper, repaint walls neutral colors; i.e. warm off -whites, tan or taupe or soft 

gold. 

 
Preparing a home for sale can be a lot of work but itôs 

well worth it.  Owning a home is a great investment in 

any market ! The type of return youôll receive depends 
on how prepared you are.  


