
 

                                       

         The Power of ñBlinkò 
          

             Almost everything we  
    desire to purchase or make     
a     part of our lives we judge    
    ï at first ï by appearance.  
            

ñBlinkò, by Malcolm Gladwell focuses on the fact that we all make 
decisions in the blink of an eye based on our gut reactions to the visuals. 

Itôs been reported that potential buyers make a decision within 10 
seconds of walking into a property and studies indicate that todayôs 

homebuyer wants a ñmove-in readyò house. With inventories up, itôs 
more important than ever to make your property unforgettable this 
spring.   

 

Whether you prepare the property yourself or hire a professional stager, 
following these 10 Essential Home - Selling Tips will guarantee your 

property will make a lasting impression.   
 

1. Boost your curb appeal . Make the first impression count.  
Potential buyers judge a property before they even get out of the car.        

Plant flowers, have the lawn cut, and put out a new welcome mat.  
    

2. Make Repairs. Leaky faucets, squeaky doors, chipped paint, a stain         

on the ceiling and broken fixtures give the impression that other ñmajorò 
repairs might be lurking beneath the surface. Fix anything youôve been 

ñmeaning to get toò, but refrain from doing major renovations. 
 

3. De Clutter. Remove visible & hidden messes. You donôt want a buyer 
to pass up your property because of an appearance of lack of storage. 

Donôt make the mistake of shoving things in closets, pair down and keep 
it organized. Buyers look everywhere.  
   

4. Depersonalize . Allow buyers to visualize themselves in the space by 
removing all personal photos, excessive electronics, personal awards and 
religious artifacts. Donôt let your personal style get in the way of a sale. 
 

 5. Neutralize. Update tired or bright rooms with a new palette of fresh                                                                            
paint. Choose beige or taupe for living spaces and a neutral green/blue 

for bathrooms. Replace broken or outdated light fixtures, door hardware, 
light switches and outlets.         
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3rd Saturdays  

at    

The   

Great Indoors    

 complementary 

decorating seminars 

    Spring 

Decorating  

  Sat, March 21st  

at 1pm   

 visit 

 www.1prettyhouse.com   

to register     

 

Spring  

Staging Special 
 

two hour  

staging 

consultation 

 for  

$150.00 
(a $200.00 value) 

 
 

valid  

March 1st ï May 31st  
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6. Freshen up! This simple tip is critical. Dust, vacuum, clean the 
windows and the baseboards, mop the floors. Make it sparkle, make it 

shine and make sure that it doesn't smell. Pay special attention to 
any strong odors. Consider consulting a ñneutral noseò by having a 

friend come by for a smell test.  
 

7. Let there be light!  Open blinds and draperies to make sure there 
is sufficient natural light. Replace dated or dirty window treatments 

and turn on the lights at the open house or whenever a potential 
buyer will be by.  Lighting is the most effective way to set a mood.  
 

8. Donôt forget the floors. Replace worn carpets, remove scatter 
rugs and have hardwood cleaned or refinished. An inexpensive new 
area rug is a quick fix and can disguise the look of old floors.  
 

9. Arrange.  Furniture placement is key. Remove or replace 
oversized, worn or outdated furnishings and get rid of excess 

furnishings. Consider consulting with a professional stager for 
direction and advise in creating an inviting home that appeals to a 
wide range of buyers.  
 

10. The price is right.   Work with your Real Estate Agent for 
appropriate pricing. They have access to a variety of information and 

are familiar with your market. They are the expert!  
 

Preparing a home for sale can be a lot of work, but itôs well worth it. 
Remember  that houses are a product and like any other,  no 
matter state of the economy, buyers are out there. The key is 

to have a great product that appeals to a broad array of 
buyers at an appropriate price .  

   

   

 
               

 

One Pretty House Interiors is a full service interior decorating company specializing in one day redesign and 

real estate staging for residents in Maryland, Washington DC and Northern Virginia .  Our goal is to transform 

the space you live in  to rooms you love to come home to. 
 

Let us help you fall in love one room at a time.  

 

One Pretty House Interiors 

p 301-767-9888 

e infor@1prettyhouse.com 
www.1prettyhouse.com 

Bethesda, Maryland 

 

Freshen up for Spring!  
 Five  quick & easy ways to give your home a fresh look for Spring: 

 

1. Replace heavy silk drapes with linen or cotton ones, or  freshen cotton 

panels by drying them on the air fluff cycle with a dryer sheet. 

2. Swap winter pillow covers with new ones in light bright spring colors. 

3. Purchase new Bed linens in crisp white. 

4. Have area rugs cleaned or remove them entirely 

5. On a nice morning, air out rooms by keeping windows open for at least 

twenty minutes.      


