
 

 

                         Part 3 : Final Touches    
                                              
       It’s been said that accessories are       
            the difference between a room that       

            whispers and a room that sings.  
       

            In Part 1 & 2 of our series, The Art of   

      Accessorizing, we learned how proper lighting 
and well chosen artwork (www.1prettyhouse.com/newsletter  spring2008 & summer2008) 

are the foundation in creating a space that is both beautiful as well as functional. Read 
on as we conclude our series, for easy suggestions when selecting and installing 

the final touches: Window Treatments, Rugs and Accents.  Some say that it’s best 
to begin decorating from the ceiling, working your way down to the floor, others insist on 

just the opposite. Whether you start at the top or the bottom, the important thing to keep 
in mind is balance, texture and harmony.    

  

 Window Treatments can be a versatile, relatively inexpensive and utterly invaluable           
accessory that personalizes and instantly renews any space. A few important things to 

keep in mind when choosing window treatments:  
 

Layering treatments creates interest and adds texture.  
 

Hang drapery rods four inches from the outside point of the window frame. 
 

Large patterned floral draperies are a huge commitment, consider it well before 

purchasing.      
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  Window Treatments, like most final touches, are easily interchangeable  by season 

or fancy, subject only to your availability of storage. This is also particularly true of rugs.  
The right rug will anchor a conversation area, protect bare feet from a cold floor first thing 

in the morning, distribute warmth, and muffle sound in a large space.  Here are a few 
quick tips when choosing rugs: 
  

When measuring for the correct size, use the 2/3rds rule: rugs should cover 2/3rds of 

available floor space. 
 

Don’t let a rug “float” in the middle of the room: relate it to the furniture.  

     
Keep colors balanced. i.e., if the window treatments have lots of color or pattern, 
balance the room with a more neutral rug or vice versa. 

 
 Now that we’ve chosen and hung window treatments, and placed our rugs, it’s time 

for the final, final touch: Accents.  Accents should be a true reflection of your personality 
and style. The most important thing to keep in mind when choosing and placing accents is 

size and scale.  Whether creating tablescapes, shelf arrangements or mantel displays here 
are a few things to remember: 
 

Odd numbers create a pleasing triangle shape. 
 

Create interest by elevating accents and lamps with old hardcover books (jackets 
removed). 

 

Unify a small collection by placing it on a decorative tray. 
 

Remember that when you choose to purchase an accessory, any accessory,  whether it’s 
lighting, artwork, window treatments rugs or accents, the value of that piece is not in the 

price you paid for it, but the sentiment and emotion is gives you.  Try to only purchase 
pieces you “can’t live with out”, not worrying whether or not you have a place in mind for 

it.  If you truly love it, it will find it’s own place in your home instinctually. The end result 
will be a home you are truly proud of, you truly love, and is truly you.      

   

                               Staging 911 
             Get ready for the Spring Market 
                    4 Essential Home-Selling Tips to Start Now! 
 

1. Make Repairs.  Fix anything you’ve been “meaning to get to” 

2. De clutter. Start with the closets.  Potential buyers look everywhere. 

3. Neutralize. Update tired or bright rooms with a fresh neutral paint color.  

4. Don’t forget the floors.  Replace worn carpet and refinish hardwood floors. 

 

It’s too cold to go outside, it’s the off season and there are a multitude of sales and discounts available . 
Now is the perfect time to get started on these projects!  

 

               
 
Are you “Addicted to Decorating”? 

Join One Pretty House Interiors   Saturday, January  17th  
visit www.1prettyhouse.com for details 

Feel free to share this newsletter!  If you wish to be removed from the mailing list, or would like to request electronic 

copies, please email Info@1prettyhouse.com and place the word ñnewsletterò in the subject line. Thank you!  


